
“The Hunt” Assignment – Types of History

TASK #1: Working with 1 or 2 partners, go to the library and work together to figure out
the difference, in definitions, of “history” vs. “historiography.” Please provide written
definitions on a single, printed page (not handwriting) with your names attached. You
may use any and all resources (internet, books, human assistance) but you must provide
citations at the bottom in correct Turabian format (see our “Writing” page at the course
website for help.) Be sure to place all of your names at the top of this sheet for credit.

TASK #2: In class, on the same day that you will have selected your partner(s), you will
also have randomly drawn the name of a sub-genre of history. For example, economic
history, social history, history of race or gender, post-colonial history, and there are many
more.

Your task, together with your partner(s) is to go, as a team, to the library and explore the
particular sub-field you have drawn. Essentially, what you need to do is discover the
history of that sub-field itself – what do the scholars who have become known in that
field focus upon in their studies, what are the key questions they explore and what are the
critiques or issues they have their raised? When and (perhaps) why did that subfield
emerge? Who are the best known scholars and what are the best known works in that sub-
field?

TASK #3: In keeping with the latter topic, each person in a pair or group should choose
one of the most famous works in a subfield and explore it, including book reviews.
Compose a short (300-400 word) blog post sharing the process & results of your
scavenger hunt, including an introduction of the book and how it represents the key
aspects (critiques, approaches) of your subfield, to the class.

Hints -- This is a challenging hunt, so some strategies to consider:

 How can you and your partner(s) use teamwork to help streamline or make more
manageable the task at hand (note: this doesn’t always mean working separately).

 Remember, the internet isn’t always your friend – there’s lot of weak (and
incorrect) info out there too.

 The library has diverse resources (digital, textual, reference, scholarship, and very
generous, talented humans too) use all of them well!

 Remember, reference librarians are a great help (indeed, they’re magicians that
even us pro scholars rely upon), but they’re also not there to do the work for you.
Check the catalogs first, dig into the net, and then ask for help. Don’t ask them to
do leg work that you can do yourself…


