
HIST 297: History Colloquium 

Secondary Source Analysis Assignment 

 

Instructions for Secondary Source Analysis Paper: 

 Your assignment is a 2 page paper (double-spaced, 12-point font, one-inch margins) 

on the article by Robert M. Citino, “Military Histories Old and New: A Reintroduction,” 

American Historical Review (October 2007): 1070-1090. Your tasks in this paper are the 

following: briefly summarize the content and outline the major arguments of the article; 

discuss the kinds of sources this historian uses; identify the major historiographical issues 

and questions the author engages; and explain how he seeks to advance research on the 

topic of military history while providing your own overall argument or commentary 

about this scholarly work. 

 

Deadline: Monday, September 23
rd
. Bring two printed copies to class.  

  

Paper Checklist: 

 In writing your paper, consult the paper checklist available on the course blog. These 

are standards by which all papers (and professional writing) are evaluated. 

 

Paper title and your name: You must include a title for your paper. “Paper # 1” is not a 

title. Instead, once you have written your paper, think of a title that captures the essence 

of your observations about this article. Print your name and the date in the top right 

corner. Sign your name and the honor pledge on the back of your paper only. Do not add 

a title page or submit your paper in a folder. Just staple it. Do not include a bibliography 

for this assignment. 

 

Use of Verb Tense: 

When discussing history, use the past tense and use it consistently. All descriptions of 

historical events, actions, facts, persons, etc., should be in the past tense. This includes 

your discussion of what historical actors such as the Bolsheviks did, wrote, and thought. 

For example, instead of writing, “Marx thinks that 1848 advanced the proletarian cause,” 

you must write, “Marx thought that 1848 advanced the proletarian cause.” 

 You may use the present tense when discussing the abstract ideas and political 

philosophies of the writers we read. For example, instead of writing, “According to Marx, 

class struggle was a crucial element of history,” you may write, “According to Marx, 

class struggle is a crucial element in history.” Present tense is also used when describing 

scholars in their own writing and in the books they offer, for example, “In her study of 

the Taiping conflict, Meyer-Fong explores violence and its toll on everyday life in the 

Jiangnan region.”  

 

Passive voice vs. active voice: Historians prefer to use the active voice instead of the 

passive voice whenever possible. This is especially true when it is clear who or what is 

doing or saying something. When this is not clear, the passive voice may be appropriate. 

 



Footnotes: If you include a quotation from this article or wish to cite specific pages you 

are discussing, simply use a parenthetical notation with the page number(s) in 

parentheses at the end of the quotation or sentence in question.  

 

Grammar, Spelling, and Punctuation: 

 It is tremendously important that you use proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation 

in your paper. Do not depend upon your computer to catch careless errors; your computer 

will fail you. Instead, ask someone to proofread your writing and read over your paper 

yourself several times to eliminate all errors. 

 

Plagiarism and Honor Pledge:  

 As stated in the syllabus, plagiarism will not be tolerated and any violations will be 

reported to the Honor Council. If you take someone else’s ideas or words and present 

them in your paper as your own (i.e., without proper acknowledgement of the author), 

you will have committed plagiarism. If you are unsure about what this means, please do 

not hesitate to ask me for further clarification. 

 Asking someone for help in proofreading your book review and critiquing your ideas 

is highly encouraged. However, another person cannot write your book review for you. 

This is unauthorized assistance and an honor violation. 

 Include the Honor Pledge and sign it on the back page of your paper. 

 

 


