
HIST 297: History Colloquium
Literature Review Assignment

Main task: You will research and write an 8 page review of the literature on the topic
you have chosen. Your literature review must be written according to the following
technical criteria:

General guidelines:

This Hist 297 Literature Review Assignment follows the same model as the literature
review that you will be writing for your Hist 485 senior thesis. You should read and
follow the guidelines for that assignment at the website below. Note that we will make
some minor changes in the scale of the assignment, as noted below.

http://cas.umw.edu/historyamericanstudies/history-
departmentresources/historiography/literature-review-guidelines/

The guidelines on the resources page above are for HIST 485 literature reviews.
Everything applies from these guidelines to the literature review in HIST 297 with two
exceptions:

1. The page length for the literature review in HIST 297 is 8 pages (NOT including
endnotes and bibliography)

2. The minimum number of works to be reviewed in a HIST 297 literature review is six-
seven. At least four of the works you are reviewing must be books. The remainder should
be a mix of books and scholarly articles (you must have a minimum of two scholarly
articles.) Note that all the works that you review must be written by professional
historians or by professional scholars in closely related fields.

Proposals: All literature review topics must be proposed and approved in advance. See
syllabus for individual meeting times.

Final Deadlines
Two drafts of the literature will be due, with the first as part of a process of peer review
as well as your professor’s own reading. Late policies will be strictly enforced, so keep
up with your reading and work! See syllabus for deadlines.

Page numbers
Include page numbers in the header at the top right of your paper’s pages.
There should be no number on the first page even though it is page #1.

Citations: All citations must be in the form of endnotes in the Chicago / Turabian style.



Grading
You will write a first version of the literature review, which will have one peer
review and will be graded. The final grade on your literature review will be the average
of the first and the final versions.

Topical Focus:
Our History 297 course is tied to a global event, namely the Boxer Uprising, that made
international news in the year 1900. To help students build a critical understanding of
different methodological approaches in the field of history, however, students should
choose one among many different historiographic themes by which to explore the broader
history that surrounded that moment in time. One might delve in the research that
historian have produced on the global encounters of the day between Chinese and
Western powers, exploring the field of diplomatic history, or literatures on 19th and early
20th century colonialism. Others may be interested in themes related to the lives of the
peasants who also mobilized in that conflict: rural culture and economic history; family
life, religion, martial arts – all themes that sit at intersection of anthropology and history;
as well as issues related to gender. Students may explore in many diverse directions,
limited only by the breadth of the greater field of history itself, which, in turn they are
welcome to critique. Indeed, this part of the project.


